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For though she flees, soon she will pursue.
Though she rejects gifts, soon she will offer them.
Though she loves not, soon she will love
even unwilling.

— Sappho
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Table of Ornaments

This table is descriptive of how I program my computer, not prescriptive. As was the custom in the Baroque
period, performers may ignore the composer's suggestions and perform ornamentation ad lib.

Upward mordent (squiggle): Goes up one scale step briefly after the start of the main note. Timing comes from
adding two 32nd notes (always 32nds) at start of main note and then rescaling the total of added notes and main
note to fill the original duration of the main note. Accidental modifies pitch of the alternate note relative to key
signature. I use these in left-hand parts.

b
s/ | v ~
. ) 52—
Written | = y -
W
6 ) # ©
Performed Z = | ql
\ = | - _ =
I |_5_| I

Downward mordent (squiggle with stroke): Exactly like upward mordent, in opposite direction. I use these in

right-hand parts.
aw)
) 4 1"- [
Written | Has—%
NV > 3 z
[J) 4 Alv b
AV
A 4 —9— —5— —5—
QR = =
Performed| Hay—% - =1

Staccato mordent (upward or downward mordent sign plus staccato dot): Two extra 32nd notes added to the
main note as for a plain upward or downward mordent, then entire figure scaled to half the main note's notated
duration, the other half filled by a rest.

A
s/ o A
. )2 /
Written 7 {1
x A\ |
g »
o2 9 ’ 5 5
) 2 ¢
Performed| =% S vi yi
\ x XYV
L_9g— R g R L
9 \!/ ~=
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Turn and inverted turn (horizontal S-like signs): Main note is split into four equal notes at a second up, main
pitch, a second down, then main pitch again, for ordinary turn; inverted turn goes in the opposite direction.

-
Written | Has—5
NV A
() < <
) 7
o)
) 4 [y
Performed | Hfan—o = prem—
- ~ | | | i |
0 Yed e Fe%e

\/V

Grace notes (one or more small notes between ordinary notes): Performed "before the beat," subsequent note
keeps its notated timing and duration and extra notes consume time from preceding note. Similar to what people
call a "crushed acciaccatura,” which would be written with a slash and a slur, but acciaccatura carries a lot of
baggage in rules for how it should be written and performed; "grace note" seems more neutral and is not necessarily
slurred. Ireserve the slash for "struck acciacatura,"” below. Grace notes take approximately 1/4, exactly 9/40, of
their notated durations. This odd ratio comes about because it's a Lilypond default, but it sounds about right to me;
it makes the grace note's onset unlikely to collide with other musical events happening on binary-fraction
boundaries. Grace notes may occur within a slur but have no slur of their own.
)
Written ’(“:\

! I\
| A}
| o

e ;go

N

EF

dNO

N

Approx.

)

¢

ﬁ
[ Y
q
[ Y

dNO

Exact

D
PR

/|
<
Tt

.

Y
Y
0
u
.

Appoggiatura (unslashed grace notes with a slur): Performed "on the beat," consuming time from the main note.
Entire appoggiatura, regardless of notated duration or number of notes, takes half of the entire duration of the main
note, including any augmentation dots. Beware that historical practice varied a lot and usually was not exactly that,
especially not in case of dotted notes. Lilypond documents a different rule, a recent bug causes Lilypond to actually
play the notes much faster than its documented rule, and the Lilypond development team has not responded
usefully to my bug report. Also beware that I often use multi-note appoggiature, not following the rule of some
others that a multi-note group is necessarily a before-the-beat acciaccatura.

Loses its own slur when it occurs at the start of a longer slur. 1don't use non-appoggiatura grace notes at the start of
longer slurs, so small unslashed notes at the start of slurs are always appoggiature. When strictly inside larger slurs,
it depends on whether the small notes have slurs of their own.

D
Written | Has—%—1 ) J‘ﬁ |
- x N a@® 4 | o | |
o * e < NG .
ﬁ r—3:|_
Y [3) )
Performed | Hay—%— | s s |
Hi. Lo seale o d o
~ \/



42

Struck acciaccatura (small note with slash and slur): Accented note that begins simultaneously with the main
note, not subtracting time from any other note. Lasts approximately 1/2, exactly 9/20, of its notated duration.

) o d Fi
Written \j

!
0 ) 7 j} T
Approx. !
|I 5

= =i
:

Exact & %o

Notes inégales (not marked): A run of four or more quarter or eighth notes often sounds better performed
alternately long and short. Not appropriate in i with runs of quarter notes, nor when the rhythm is actuallyg .
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Written g‘?“‘i' oo :r ,J‘I i_d'_-_a'_m
Pl
_F
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Performed| -2y . o R = dl i_"_._d'_
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